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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Derek Halden, DHC Loop Connections 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

The principle to “Use climate investments to support the economic recovery and jobs” 
appears to focus on government investment choices. It would be much clearer and more 
effective to emphasise the role of government as an enabler of the much larger investment 
associated with purchasing decisions of residents and businesses in Scotland.  

If government wishes to: lead the shift towards positive behaviour, strengthening incentives 
and embedding fairness, then it will need to refresh ways of working with more collaborative 
business models than appear to be envisaged by the principles. The research evidence is 
very clear that people and businesses will be relatively more resistant to fiscal changes as 
incentives than if they are given more choice about how to invest in delivering the change.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Most transport markets are not designed socially. The business models for car sales, 
bus/train/taxi/tram/air operation, and infrastructure supply and maintenance all incentivise 
more transport not less. Fiscal changes such as increased aviation and road taxes may well 
be able to reduce the importance of perverse incentives for more travel, but the more 
important change would be to redesign the incentives with business models that allow people 
to benefit from less motorised travel using new obligations for those making unsustainable 
transport choices.  

Since 1992 Scottish transport policies have stated that government goals are to deliver better 
accessibility rather than more travel, but putting these policies into practice requires much 
more substantial changes to business models than has been attempted. There is a growing 
research base about the need for these changes, which have been shown to work in pilot 
projects but have yet to be applied at scale (e.g. transportist.org/, stsg.org/towards-a-more-
collaborative-transport-economy-report, stsg.org/connecting-scotland-new-ways-to-fund-
better-transport) . 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

The full economic, social and environmental cost of travel needs to be embedded in transport 
business models. The failure to deliver sustainable transport pricing has resulted from poor 
transport strategy more than any overall opposition from the public. 
https://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/doi/pdf/10.1680/tran.2008.161.3.149 A major weakness in 
transport strategy has been the desire of policy makers and businesses in the transport 
industry to seek to control a greater share of the revenue which households and businesses 
spend on transport. The evidence shows that, if instead of trying to control transport spending, 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
https://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/doi/pdf/10.1680/tran.2008.161.3.149
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government instead enabled people to succeed by investing in sustainable development 
choices far greater progress would be made. 

One particularly important area of business model design would be closer links between land 
uses and transport performance goals. Transport markets and much of the sustainable 
transport policy debate, are destabilised by the vital role played by transport investment in 
affecting land values. transporttimes.co.uk/news.php/Better-Business-Cases-are-Needed-
for-Boosting-Connectivity-421/  

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The links between land value taxation and transport investment are one of the priority areas 
for change as discussed above. 


